
FEES FOR FILING A PETITION TO SEAL/EXPUNGE 
$4.20 FEE TO PURCHASE A SEAL/EXPUNGE PACKET 

At the time of filing the notarized Petition to Seal/Expunge Criminal History Record and 
the notarized Affidavit, a filing fee of$62.00 shall be paid to the Clerk of Court. 
Our office includes the charges of $1.00 per page for copies, and $2.00 per page for 
certification. 
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1nstruci:ions Page 1 of2 ,. 

.Instructions ·for Appiy,lng for; a J~venne Dhiersion 

The laws and rules. which govern juvenil~ diversio~ expunction of criminal history record 
(s), include: Section 943.0582. Florida Statutes, an9 Chapter 11 C-7.009. Florida 
Administrative Code. · · 

* For authorized juvenile ·diversion progr~ms qompl$ted on or after October 1, 2001, the 
law requires the application to be submi~ed td, FDLE no later than six months after . 
completion-of the diversion program. \ · ' 

In order to obtain a juvenile diversion exP,unction o~:a criminal-history record, the 
following documents must be provided to: FD~E pL(rsuant to s. 943.0582, F.S. 

; ' 

• Section A must :be completed by the applicant.and signed by the.applicant or the. 
applicant's parent or legal guardianlif th~ app!1cant is under 18·years. of age at the·. 
time of signing, and the.applicable. ~igha~ure ~ust oe notarized. '·- . 

• A NONREFUNDABLE money order, ·or! Cas~ier's check, in the amount of $75.00 
made payable to the :florid a Depa.~meryt of ~Jaw .Enforcement. 

i ' .• 

• The applicant must be fingerprinted by ~utho~zed personnel with a law 
enforcement or criminal justice agency. l : · 

. ! • . 

! 

• You must: have the state attorney .cpmplete S~ction 8, certifying that you have 
succ~ssfully completed a: prearrest\or p9starr~st diversion program that allows for 
the exp unction of the.record upon tjle·:compl~lion as authorized bys. 943.0582. 
F.S~ ' 

• You should be awarethat eligibilitylfo~ ajuve~He diversion expunction is . ·. · 
conditioned upon timely and succe~sf:ul jcomP,1etion of a prearrest or postarrest 
diversion program authorlzed by s.!985.3065!~F.S., which program must be limited 
to first-time minor offenders charg~d ~it)l a n~nviolent misdemeanor as the term 
"nonviolent misdemeanor' is defined ins. 943.0582. F.S. You should also be aware 

' !. ' ' '-

that the term "expunction~· as used !in s.1943.0582, F.S., differs significantly in 
operation and effect from the term i'e~pyncti()h" as used ins. 943.0585. F.S. 

I 

State Attorney Information 

. i i 

Section 943.0582. Florida Statutes, states that an $pplicant seeking a juvenile diversion 
exp unction of a criminal histoiY record rriust dbtain~an official written statement from the 
appropriate state attorney as reflected i~ Section ~on the application. · 

Mailing Instructions 

http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/expunge/juvenile_diversion.html 5/8/2007 
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Once yo~ have completed all applicable requirements as stated .above, ·mail this 
appiica~ion,_-all documents, and the $75.QO pr~cesslng fee to: •. · · ·· ... · · .... 

i . 

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement . 
Attn: Expunge/Seal Section · i 
Post Office Box 1489 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1489 

. I . 
If the application is not complefo and all 6f th~ necessary documents are not provided, 
the FDLE will return your package unprocessed. Any questions should be directed to the· 
FDLE's Expunge Section at (850) 410-7&76. 1 

· 

http://·www.fdle.state.fl.us/expunge/juvenile_diversion.html 5/8/2007 
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· 'FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF UAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPLICATION FOR JUVENILE' DIVERSION EXPUNCT10N 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION 
Last Name First Name 

l 
Middle Name 

Other Names ~Maiden Name or Alias) Residence Phone 
( ) 

Business Phone 
( ) 

Date of Birth (DOB) Race Sex Social Security No. 
MONT:H DAY YEAR: 

Mailing Address State Zip 

Permanent Address City: State Zip 

Arresting or Detaining Agency Date(s) of Arrest or Detention I Date of Completion of Prearrest or Postarrest Diversion Program 

Charge(s) 

1. ---------------~ 
2. ---------------~ 
I hereby certify that the information cpntained ~erein is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Applicant Sig~ature Date · 

Parent;fLegal Guardian Signature Date 
(Required if Applicant 'is under 18 years of age) ' 

State Attorney County 

. NOTARY 
(Signature of Parent or Guardian must be notarized if 
· Applicant is under 18 years of age) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
·. ~ . This __ Day of _____ __, 20 ____ _ 

(Signatur;-e of Notary Public) 

(Print, Ty,pe, or Stamp Commissioned Name of Notary) 

Personalfy Known __ or Produced Identification __ 
I 

Type ofJirlentification Produced: 

:Circuit Reviewing Officer 

Charge(s) Description Statute Violation: Case Number Action 

1.--------===-=;:;;;,,-
2. --------:::::-------"===--_: 

lilll -
3. _____________ _ 

4. _____ _ 
s. _____ ___,,, 

I certify that the person named above has suc:cessfully completed ai 
prearrest or postarrest diversion program In the above-named County[ 
as authorizedi'by s.985.3065, that participation in this program isl 
strictly limited< to minors arrested for a nonVJolent misdemeanor (asj 
that term is defined In s.943.0582), and that to my knowledge and;. 
based on the Information available to me this · person has no( 
otherwise been· charged with or found to have committed any criminal: 
offense or comparable ordinance violation. : Therefore, pursuant to: 
s.943.0582; this person is eligible to have his or her criminal history! 
record expunged with the intent of and as limited by ;s.943.0582. ! ·Date of compreaon of prearrest or postarrest diversion program 

· "' (To be filled In by Prosecuting Authority) 

Signature Trtle (Proseorting Authority Date (Month) (Day) (Year) 

Acct/Budget Expunge Seqion Expunge Section 

Date Received· l.D.# ORI Date Received _____ _ 

Check Application Status Approved Denieg Date Entered ______ _ 

Processed By ?Expunge iO o~ Date Mailed ______ _ 

FDLE 40-022, pursuant to Rule 11C-7.009(1)(b) Revised October 2001 



.• 

FINGERPRINTS.FOR 
APPLICATION FOR JlJvENILE DIVERSION EXPUNCTION 

Nanie: 
Last ___________ ~First _______ ___;,___;Mlddle~----~--,--~ 

Alias(aka} · 
Name: Lart._~ _______ First_~-----~-Ml.ddle _________ _ 

RACE: SEX:_ DOB: __ * SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (SOC):---------
,. :. i 

Please mail completed application and fingerprints to: 
FDLE, P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee, fL 3~02, A~: Expunge/Seal Section 

. . . 
Signature of official taking :fingerprints: -~-----------ORI: ------------

Signatur~ of person futgerprinted: ------------ Date:---------------

i 

~ 

1. R. Thumb 2. R. Index 3. R.Middle ' 4. R. Ring 5. R. Little 
.. 

6. L Thumb 7. L. Index 8. L. Middle ,. 9. L. Rin!! JO. L. Little 

' 

Left Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously L. Thumb R. Thumb Right Four Fingers Taken Simultaneously 

• This information is voluntary, failure to disclose may d~lay the proce5sing time of your application. 

Form40-024 
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E~tities That Get Sealed ·And Expunged Recc,>rds 

The subject of a criminal history record s~aleo or expunged under this section or under 
other proyisions of law, includiryg former $. 893.14, ~ormer s. 901.33, and former s. 
943.058, may lawfully deny:=or fail to ack~owledge the arrests covered by the sealed or 
expunged record, except when·the subject of the record: 

1. Is a candidate for employment with a criminal justice agency; 

2. Is a defendant in a criminal prosecution; 

3. Concurrently or subsequently petitions for relief :under section 943.0585 or section 
943.059; 

4. Is a candidate for admission to The Florida Bar; 

5. Is seeking to be employed or licensed by or to contract with the Department of 
·. • , I I · · 

Children and Family Services or the Dep~rtiTient of Juvenile Justice or to be employed or 
used by such contractor_orilicepsee in a ~erisjtive ~osition having direct contact with 
children, the developmentally tjisabled, tpe aged, or the elderly as provided in s. 
110.1127(3), s. 393.063(15), s; 394.4572(1 ), s. 397.451, s. 402.302(3), s. 402.313(3), .§.... 

409.175(2)(i), s. 415.102(4), s. 415.103, is. 9116.106(10) and (13) s. 985.407, or chapter 
400:-or · 

6. Is seeking to be employed or licensed by the Department of Education, any district 
school board, any university laboratory schodl, any charter school, any private or 
parochial school or any local governmental :entity that licenses child care facilities. 

When the record is expunged the agency will: only receive the subject's demographic 
information and a caveat statement stating that criminal history information has been 
expunged, but will be unable to receive the details. 

http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/expunge/agencies_allowed.html 5/8/2007 



DISQUALIFYING CHARGES FOR EXPUNCTION/SEALING 

A request for a certificate of eligible for an expunction or sealing ofa criminal history record will be denied if the defendant was found guilty 
or pied guilty or nolo contrendere, even ifthe adjudication was withheld, on any violation of the following: 

Offenses listed in S.907.041. F.S. 
I. Arson 
2. Aggravated Assault 
3. Aggravated Battery 
4. Illegal use of explosives 
5. Child abuse or Aggravated Child Abuse 
6. Abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult, or aggravated abuse of an elderly person or disabled adult 
7. Aircraft piracy 
8. Kidnapping 
9. Homicide 
I 0. Manslaughter 
I I . Sexual Battery 
12. Robbery 
13. Carjacking 
14. Lewd, lascivious, or indecent assault or act upon or in the presence of a child under the age of 16 years 
15. Sexual activity with a child, who is 12 years of age or older but less than 18 years of age, by or at solicitation of a person in familial or 

custodial authority 
16. Burglary of a dwelling 
17. Stalking of Aggravated Stalking 
18. Act of Domestic Violence, as defined in s.741.28 
19. Home-invasion Robbery 
20. Act of Terrorism as defmed by s.775.30 
21. Attempting or conspiring to commit any of the above crimes 
22. Manufacturing any substances in violation of chapter 893 

S.393.135, F.S. 
Sexual misconduct with developmentally disabled person and related offenses 
S.394.4593, F.S. 
Sexual misconduct with mentally ill person and related offenses 
S.787.025, F.S. 
Luring or enticing a child 
Chapter 794, F.S. 
Sexual Battery and related offense 
S.796.03, F.S. 
Procuring person under 18 for prostitution 
S.800.04, F.S. 
Lewd or lascivious offenses committed upon or in the presence of persons less than 16 years of age 
S.810.14, F.S. 
Voyeurism 
S.817.034, F.S. 
Florida Communication Fraud Act 
(Scheme to Defr!!ud or Organized Fraud, as defined in s.817.034, F.S.) 
S.825.1025, F.S. 
Lewd or lascivious offense upon or in presence of elderly person or disabled adult 
S.827.071, F.S. 
Sexual performance by a child 
Chapter 839, F.S. 
Offenses by Public Officers and Employees 
S.847.0133, F.S. 
Showing, etc., obscene literature to minor 
S.847.0135, F.S. 
Computer pornography 
S.847.0145, F.S. 
Selling or buying of minors 
S.893.135, F.S. 
Trafficking in controlled substances 
S.916.1075 
Sexual misconduct with mentally deficient or mentally ill defendant and related offenses 
A violation of any offense qualify for registration as a sexual predator under s. 775.21 or for registration as a sexual offender w1der 
s.943.0435. 

All references are from Florida Statutes 



Frequently Asked Questions about Expung~ and Sealed Re2ofilll Page 1 of9 
! 

Frequently Asked Question~ A.Qout::Expunge and Sealed 
Records: · · ' ' .. · · 

1. How do I have a criminal history rebord ;sealed or expunged? 

2. Where can I find the application for Certification of Eligibility? 
l I ··. 

3. Why do I have a criminal history record :when the charges against me were 
dropped/dismissed? l ' 

4 .. Should I obtain a copy of my crimi~al historyTecord prior to applying for a 
Certificate of Eligibility? l ' 

5. What is the difference between ha~ing ~ criminal history record sealed vs. 
expunged? ! ·· 

6. When is my criminal history record sealed ori;expunged? 
, I . 

\ 

7. How many dates of arrest can I hawe sealed ior expunged? 
: ' 1 

8. What charges may not be sealed?i 

9. What charges may be expunged? 

10. Can I a·ppeal the denial of my appl~cation fonia Certificate of Eligibility to seal or 
expunge my criminal history recorG:!? · ! · 

' i ' 

11. If I :receive a full pardon can I have! my criminal history record sealed or expunged? 
• . l :. 

12. Do, I have to apply for a Certificate! of Eligibility to have my juvenile criminal history 
record sealed or expunged? · i · · 

13. If I !have a criminal history record ~eale~ or expunged in another state or 
jurisdiction, am I still: eligible to have a crimirfal history record sealed or expunged 
within the State of Florida? ! ·· ' 

http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/expunge/faq·.htm.I 5/8/2007 



Frequently Asked Questions about Expunge and S~aled fRecords 
I ; ; 

Page2 of9 

14. If I had a criminal history record sealed br expunged. and then had it vacated. could 
I apply to have a new date of arrest sea'led or expunged? 

'. ! 

i 
· 15. Will FDLE notify the ageracies involved with my case that the record has been 

sealed or expunged? : · · 

16. What type of background check is iconducted by FDLE ·to determine my ~ligibility to 
have a criminal history record sealed br expunged? ! . . 

17. Wh~ is the Florida Department of ~ighway Safety and Motor Vehicles checked to 
determine my eligibility to have my crJm1nal h1story record sealed or expunged? 

j : :~ . 

! 

18. WHo should ·receive a copy of the brden to se'al or expunge a criminal history 
record? i ' . 

19. What do I do With my Certificate of Eligfbility? 
' I ! I 
I . 

' 

20. W~at information is required to corlnplet-e the~pplication for Certification of 
Eligibility? .. . . 

! 

i . ' . 
Important Note: This information is no substitute for reading and understanding the 
g6veminµ statutes and applicable rules.! or!fqr see~ing legal advice. It does not constitute 
the giving of legal advice ana may not r$fle:cti:rece@t amendments to the law or the latest 
intBrpretations of the law by the courts. '!f 0$ shouk1J seek the guidance of an attorney if 
you hav$ questions about:the maw as it appl_i~s to, pr affects, your individual situation. 
This information is offered: in the public fnterest, a~d does not purport to be a 
compreHensive or exhaustive guide to t~e :prpces~ for sealing or expunging a criminal 
history r~cord or to the consequences or seaHng or expunging a criminal history record. 

! ; ~ ! ~~ 
!: 

- -·· 
I 

How dol-1 have a criminal history rectjrd-s~aledjor expunged? 
. : : ! \ ~ 

i . i ; ;; . 
· Florida Statutes, s.943.0585 and s.943.059, set fqnh the criteria that must be met in 

or-der to ~e eligible to have a C?riminal hi~to~jreco~ sealed or expunged. In addition, 
these statutes also state that in order to; have a criminal history record sealed or 
expung~d within the State' of Florida, arl iri~iiyidual;must first make application to the 
FI?~E. '.or a Certificate of Eligi~ility. P~e~~eh~te th~t the iss~ance of a Certificate of 
E11g1b1hty does not mean that your criminal h1story~record will be ordered sealed or 
expunged .. It merely indicates that you 4re :st~tutofily eligible for the type of relief that is 

http://www.fdle.state.fl..us/expunge/faq'.html 5/8/2007 



Frequently Asked Questions about Expunge and ~ealed Records . Page 3 of9 

being requested. 

Back to :Top 

; 

Where can I find the application for Certif!cation of Eligibility? 
• l ·. . 

The FDL.iE provides applications for Ce1ification of Eligibility to the Clerk of Courts in all 
sixty-se'Jien (67) counties throughout thE? State of florida. These appBcation packages 
may be ci>btained from the 'Clerk of the Qourt$ with)n each county courthouse. Please 
contact your local county Clerk's office for ,additio~al information. If you reside outside 
the State of Florida, you niay request that a~ application package be mailed to you. 

; . 
; 

Back to'.Top 
1 

l i • 

Why do J1 have a criminal history rec~rd :yJ:hen ~he charges against me were 
droppeq/dismissed? ! · · 

I . 
: : l ~ 

The Florida Legislature has determinedjthat Floritja criminal history records are public 
unless t~e record is sealed orrexpungeq. E)ee Sedtion 943.053(3); Florida Statutes, which 
provide~ for public access to C?riminal history/reco[ds. The term "criminal history 
information" is defined, tracking the federal definitton, at Section 943.045(4), Florida 
Statutes[ A criminal history record is cr~atedJwhe~ a person is arrested and fingerprinted, 
and inch.!ides the disposition of that arre~t, :whether it is a conviction, acquittal, dismissal 
of charges before trial, or other disposition. : ,. 

. . .! 

Back to:Top 

Should I obtain a copy qf my crimin~ history record prior to applying for a 
Certificate of Eligibility? l · 

' 
Under Fiorida and federal: law; an individual has tbie right to request a copy of his or her 
criminal !history record for purposes of r~vlew, to ~nsure that it is both accurate and 

· complet~. This process isikne>wn as a Personal R~view. the requestor may ~xamine the 
record o!btained through Personal Revi~w'fo~ acc&racy and to challenge any information 
contained within the criminal 8istory reqorq that th~ record subject believes is inaccurate 
or incon1plete. No charge 'is apsessed ~y FtjLE fo[ this service. See s.943.056, Florida 
Statute~. A Personal Review allows an ~ncljvidual ~o determine which, if any, date(s) of 
arrest.h$ or she will be eligible to have se~l~d or ~xpunged. However, obtaining a 
person~! review is not a prer~quisite to ~p;plying fQ>r a certificate of eligibility to seal or 
expunge a criminal history record. Theffee will nd.t be refunded if the application is. 
denied, ~ven if the applicant asserts th$t ne ior sh~ would not have applied had he or she 
been aware that the application would oe denied .. 

' ; ! 
. I 

Back to: Top 

http://www.fdle.state. fl. us/expunge/fag .html 5/8/2007 



.Frequently Asked Questions about :Expunge arid $ealed Records Page 4 of9 
' 

What is ithe difference between having a crimiraal history record sealed vs. 
I . ' . 

expunged? · '. : 
. I 

When a criminal history record is sealed, the: public will not have access to it. Certain 
governmental or related entities, primar(ly th9se li~ted in s. 943.059(4 )(a), Florida 
Statutes~ have access to sealed record ~nforfnatioh in its entirety. 

' . 

When a irecord has been expunged, tho!se :entitie~ which would have access to a sealed 
record will be informed that the subject 9f th~ record has had a record expunged, but 
would n0t have access to the record itselfwithouta court order. Such entities would 
receive ~nly a caveat statem~nt indicatipg th:at "Criminal Information has been 
Expung~d from this Record~'. l : · 

j 

1 

Back to'.Top 

When i~ my criminal history record s!eale~ or ~xpunged? 
. f : ! .. 

Once an order has been issu$d by the bourtjof competent jurisdiction to seal or expunge 
your crirf1inal history recortd a~d a certified !COPY of this order has been received by the 
FDLE, i~ will be complied with[in accord~ncejwith ~tate statutes. If the order is not in 
com:Plia~ce with applicable law, however, '.it yvill b~ returned to the State Attorney to be 
set asid~ by the court. You .or your attorneyiwill b¥ given notice of this action, if this 
occurs. 1 i · 

BacktdTop 

How m~ny dates of arrest can I havejseal;ed ot. expunged? 
. I . 

! 

The elig:ibility criteria for an applicant tojh~ve a re9ord sealed or expunged include the 
requirerfient that the appHcant be .able t,o ~tt~st th~t he or she has never previously had ? 
record sealed or expunged in' Florida ot in another jurisdiction. This means •. in effect, that 
a persop may only seal or expunge one arr~st re~ord in one proceeding. More than one 
record may be sealed or expunged in t~e 'same proceeding if the court, in its sole 
d1scretid>n, finds the arrests td be directly rel?ted. ;. 

; i ! 

A recor~ that is initially ineligiple for ex~unpijon (~.g., where adjudication is withheld) may 
becom1 eligible after it h~s b~en seale9 fb,r r 0 .Y€{ars: However, a p~rson may not seal or 
expunge one arrest record and then, latet:iard m? different proceeding, ask to have a 
different arrest record sealed lor expunged'. An exPunction or sealing which occurs 
automatically or by operationiof law, wi~hout any ~ction on the part of the record subject, 
is not considered a prior expt.mction or$ealipg fofthis purpose. By law, s. 943.0582(8), 
Florida Statutes, a juvenile diversion expupge do~s not prevent the record subject from 
seeking a judicial expunction:or sealing under s. 943.0585 ors. 943.059, Florida 
Statutes. · ! · 

htto://www.fdle.state.fl.us/eXPunge/faq.htrnl 5/8/2007 
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Frequ'ently Asked Questions about Expunge and Sealed RecoriJ.s . " . : . 
Page 5 of9 

Back to Top 

! 
' 

What charges may not be sealed whe~ a:cijpdic~tion is withheld? · 
j . 

A list of charges that may not be sealed ~hen;.adju~ication is withheld is included with the 
application package, and is·also enumer$le9 ins. ~43.059, Florida Statutes. (The same 
listing is fbund in s. 943.0585, because tfue ispecifi~tl offenses may not be expunged 
either.) In! addition, if a person ~as been adju~lcate;~ guilty of any criminal offense in any 
jurisdictior (or adjudicated delinquent fodany felony or for certain specified 
misdeme$nors), whether o~ not related tci tn,ejchar~e(s) that the person is applying for, 
the. record! is ineligible for sealirilg or expynctign ·an~ the application will be denied. 

i i . 

Back to ~op 
: 
' ' 

I 

What charges may be expunged? 
. i 

; 

i 

The same eligibility requirements which ?ppfy1 t~ s~aling also apply to expunction, with 
certain atjditional requirement~. Any charge!, ~hichiresulted in a withholding of 
adjudication or in an acquittal (tiot guilty v.erdict) after trial, may not be expunged unless 
ana until It has first been sealed for at le~st;'1 O yeaf;s. See s. 943.0585(2)(h), Florida 
Statutes. A charge which was dismissed!befo!re triaJ (e.g., no information, nolle prosequi, 
no:·:bill, et~.) may be expunged immedia~ly'p~ovid~l:I all charges related to the arrest 
were so disposed of, and the record is othefrv~Hse ei1gible. · 

. . j . I <. 

! l ~ ~: 

Back to Top ' 

. . . ~ . - . . ·-. ·-· ... . . .. 
j 

: . i i . 

Can I appeal the denial of my appiicatio~ fpr a.~ertificate of Eligibility to seal or 
expunge.my criminal history'. record?. l . · l ~ . 

i . ! :· 
i . i ! ; 

lf you bel~eve that the denial of your application fon~Certification of Eligibility is in error, 
you may !ask that the denial b~ reviewe& l~ the depial is based on information in your 
criminal ~istory record thafis believed to: b$ ~~ erro} or incomplete, the procedure for. 
reviewing and correcting that record is given in Rule 11 C-8.001, Florida Administrative 
Code. lf!you agree that the criminal histb!'Yl1rtform~tion is correct, but believe that the law 
h$s beerl incorrectly applied or interpret~d ii,n jyour ~ase, you should file a motion or 
petition With a court of competent jurisdiction;:and ~end a copy to: 

: I · I f· l . , j ' ! '· 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement: 
2331 PhiH!ips ·Road · ! 

I I 
Tallahas~ee, Fl 32302 : 

Attention:: Office of General Council. 

Back to Top 
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Frequently Ask~ Questions about Expunge and Sealed Records . : . 
Page 6of9 

! ; j 

If t receive a full pardon can_ I have my cri~inal_ history record sealed or expunged? 
' ' ! i 

Unless tf1e pardon indicates on its face -~hat it entitles the record subject to seal or 
expunge his or her criminal history record, 1th'.e graiiting of a full pardon does not remove 
any con~ition of ineligibility for sealing ~r expungi~g a criminal history record imposed by 
the disposition of the pardoned offense.; SeeiR.V.L.V. . . . I . 

i 

Does th~ sealing or expunc~ion of a ji.v:e~ile · c~lminal history record differ from the 
sealing !or expunction of a·niadult criminal histbry record? 

. i - l .. i· ~ . 

Juvenilel-criminal history records may b~ _se~led or expunged in the same manner as· 
adult criminal history records,:by applyi~gJot a ceJtificate of eligibility and, if eligible, 
petitioni6g a court for seal,ing pr expunqtio~. !Hov{ever, the following considerations are 
relevantlto the decision wtietlier to seek tra~ judici?I sealing or expunction of a juvenile 
crJminal !history record. Prior tO October{ 1, ~ ~94 (~~x felonies), and July 1, 1996 (for 
specifie~ misdemeanors),,_juv~nile arre~t r~cprds ~ere not maintained by FDLE in the 
criminal fhistory record system and would riot be ayailable to the general public unless the 
juvenil_e /were treated as a;n adult. Juve~ne,:r~_cord~ are subject to an abbreviated 
retentiom schedule, if certain qualificatidns:are m~t. Which results in the automatic 
expunction of the record afteria ·specifi~d pefiod, ~nder s. 943.0515, Florida Statutes; 
Juvenil~ defendants who successfully do.mp~ete a~qualified diversion program, as set out 
in .s. 943.0582, Florida Statutes, may bb el_ig~ble f~r expunction of their record as the term 
is defined therein. If a per8onwishes to\pU,rs1ue th~ judicial sealing or expunction of his or 
her juvenile record, the eligibility criteri~ and/procedure, which are similar to those for 
adults, are found in s. 943.059 and s. 9[43~iQ$85, Hlorida Statutes. The treatment of 
juvenile !criminal history records maintainedjby other agencies and by the courts is a 
matter ~n which the applicant may wisH to;.s~ek l~gal advise. 

; 

Back to Top 

! 
I 

. ! '. " 

! 

I • ' 

lfl have a criminal history record sealed or exj:>unged in another state or 
jurisdidtion,_am I still eligible to hav~ a'btjimin~I history record sealed or expunged 
within the State of Florida?' I ! .~ 

i i - -

If the other record were sealed or expuhgediby o~eration of law (administratively or 
automatically, without intervefition or a$tio;n by th~ subject of the record), then the out-of­
state se'aling or expunction would not ~reV,eht yotfi from being eligible to have a record in 
Florida ~ealed or expung~d. However, Jtthe]reco~d was sealed or expunged because 
you petitioned to have it done by a court o'rder, om otherwise actively sought the sealing 
or expupction, then you would not be e'igibl~ to h~ve another record sealed or expunged. 

l ! • 

Back to Top 
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Fr;:quently AskedlQuestions about Expunge and Seaied R~cord.S Page 7 of9 

. . . ! . 

If I had a criminal history record sealed; ore~pun,ged, and then had it vacated, 
could I apply to have a new date of arr~st sealed~or expunged? 

. \ \ i ;, 

Ass. 943.Q585(2)(f) ands. 943.059(2)(e),f Floripa Sfci.tutes require that an applicant have 
never secyred ~ prior seal!ng or expunctio~n of ~ cri~inal history record under cu_rrent or 
former law~ having an earlier seal or expu~ge qrd~r ~acated does not remove this 
disqualification. . ! • 

I . 

Back to Top 

Will: FD LE/notify the agencies i;involvediwith!mY 9.ase that the record has been 
·sealed or ~xpunged? • ; i ! ; 

' ' 

If the recofd is eligible and the court grantk relil3f, FBLE will comply with the certified 
court ordet and seal or expunge'. the approprllate crirflinal history record. Once FDLE 
seals or e~punges the criminal ~istory recprd, ? noti~cation letter will be sent by FDLE to 
~he :arresti~g age~cy or agericie~ involv~dj wi~h!y_ourt~ase. T~e n~tification lett~r is to . 
in.form the !agencies that FDLE has recerv~d:amd has complied with the order in 
accordande with the seal oriexpunge statilites. \ . •· 

i ! 

Back to Top 

Wh_at ty_p~ of background check is condu~t~d bY, FDLE to determine my eligibility 
to have a \criminal history record Seale~ GT expupged? 

1 ! ; ., 

' 
FDLE conducts criminal history record ch~cks iin FIQrida through the Florida Crime 
Information Center (FCIC), ~ati~nal recor~ cn~cks tf;lrough the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC), and;driving hi~tory!chec~s through the Florida Department of 
Highway Safety and Motor Veh(cles (DH~MV)l The~e databases are searched to 
deteTillineJthe eligibility of an individual tojhav~ a cr(minal history record sealed or 
expungedl f " : · 

Back to Trop 
' 

... 
; 

Why is tHe Florida Depart!l'le11t of Hightrv'ay ~afety and Motor Vehicles checked to 
determin~ my eligibility to have my criminal history record sealed or expunged? 

' . ' 1 I .. 
i ' ' 
: . I . 

A criminal' offense such as DUI, Driving While iucerlse Suspended/canceled/revoked, or 
1 : 1 1 i r 

reckless driving may appear in the DHSMV ;database even though it may not be entered 
in the crin\Jinal history record sy~tem maiMai:i~d byfDLE. Although non-criminal traffic 
offenses -Osuch as careless drivjng) have ho ~ffect ~;n eligibility to seal or expunge a 
criminal history record, an adjudication of; guiltY for any criminal offense renders the . . I t .. 

http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/expunge/faq.litml 5/8/2007 



Frequently Asked Questions about Expunge and S~aled:Records 
• . l 

Page 8 of9 

; 

record i!leligible for either form of relief. i 
' ; 

' 

Back to:Top 

•.. "1 "'' 

I 

Who . .Sh~uld receive a copy of the or~er t~ seal, or expunge a criminal history 
record?' I · ! · 

If the reqord is eligible and the court grapts r~lief, the Clerk of the Court by statute is 
responsi~le to certify a copy or the cou~ ord~r to tpe State Attorney's Office or the 
Statewid.e Prosecutors Office and the arlre~ti~g agency or agencies. The arresting 
agency i~ then responsible fo~ sending ~ c$'1ified ~opy of the court order to all agencies 
that are known to have received the crirhinal !histoty information. In addition to FDLE, 
these agencies may include t~e Departrhentiof Corrections, Teen Courts, and 
Department of Juvenile Justice. · l · l .. 

r . : 

Back to!Top 

; 

' i 
What do I do with my Certifi:cate of E(igibi~ity? t . ; . ; I , ! i 

Once F~LE has issued the Certificate o~ E!i~ibilityfto seal or expunge a criminal history 
record, ~he next step is to :file p petition for'felief, c!iong with the Certificate of Eligibility 
and the required affidavit, Jn t~e court in; th_e bour:rw of the arrest. The issuance of the 
Certificate of Eligibility is not the fimO s~ep in the Sealing/E:x:punction process, nor 
does it guarantee that a crimif;lal historyl re:cdi'd wig be sealed or expunged. The final 
decision:·to Seal/Expunge:your criminal !histo~ is placed by law in the sound discretion of 
the court .. i ! ·: 

Sack toiTop 

What in~orrnation is required to com~1~1ef the 4pplication for Certification of 
Etigibilify? I . : ": 

I l . ~ . · · 
In order:to obtain a Certificate of Eligibil~ity:tol petitjpn the court to seal or expunge a 
criminal[ history record, the following re~uirement~ must be met pursuant to s.943.0585 
.(2). and s.943.059(2), Florida Statutes: j · ! ' 

i 
: , I : ., 

A. Se?tion A of the applicat~on must qe co\npleied and- signed -in the presence of a 
notary public. . · I , ! '. 

· (SSN is optional I 

B. Th~ applicant must be firagerprintetJ by kuthorized law enforcement personnel or a 
criminatijustice agency. The fingerprini car~ musi include the applicant's name, race, 
sex, date of birth, social security numb~r. arid signature, prior to submission to FDLE. 

! ~ :· 
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Frequently Asked Questions about Expunge and Sealed Records . ' ! I ; 

; 
i 

Page 9of9 

C. Th~ applicant must provide a certitjed · djsposjtion of the case that he/she is applying 
to have sealed or expunged. · I ! · · 

i ' ' . ' i : . 
D. A ~ONREFUNDABLJE money ord~r or.pashi$r's check for $75.00 made payable to 
the FDLE must accompany the application:. 1 · 

' ! . 

E. If yd>u are requesting an expunctiori of aicrimlnal hisfory record, the State Attorney or 
Statewide Prosecutor with jurisdiction o¥er,ypur c?se must complete Section B of the 
application. (If not completed; the applipatioii will !be processed as requesting a sealing 
of your criminal history record~) j ' ' 

*Special! Note: All of the items listed abhve are required at the time that the application is 
submitted. If an item is missing or the ~pplidafion{or fingerprint card is not completed. the 
applicatipn will be returned unprocesse~. 1 ' 

; 

BacktoiTop 
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Contact-s 

I C,ontact Us 
! 
i 

Florida b,epartment of Law Enforcement 
~~Offi~B~1~9 , ' 
Tallahas~ee, Florida 32302-1489 
Attentio1:' Expunge Section 

(850) 410-7870 Expunge Section 

Expunge Mailbox 

i 

I http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/ expunge/ contacts.~tml 
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I . -
:F.LrOJ:ITD_4- Rt.ILES OF CRil\fil-~_4...L ?ROCEDL.1KE 

. . : ! .. 

Rl.D._,E 3.69:1 PETITION TO.SEAL OR E:x:P1JNGE -
! . I - I . 

(2) R[eqillrements of F.etiti(m. ,LlJJ re~ef:sop_:rl1t-~i_y.reaSOD. Of sectiOD:S 943.(i,58.5-943.059, F'J.oridE 
Srnmte.s, .sball be ·by peririon in vvritIDg, filed '"·itb ib~- cJerk The 11 erition. shaJl .state fu::· ~oun.ds on -vvhicb 
:i1 is bRsed an!a. tbe. ~ffi.ciaJ records to. ""'iliicb it~ drre~ed a:hd shall .be. Supported lJy a:o affi.dn'\iit of the. "Dllil\' 

seeking reb:=:f ~.i.b:ic:b affi.d.a1:i1 .sb:aJl state -Y16.tb p¥rtic.1~ariry fue. srattrtory grounds and th:: facts :i:o su:pp;n of 
the IilDDOIL A cop-y oftbe. completeti petition rind ;affidavit sh.a]] be. :;ervea on tb.e prosecuti:D.g attorn.E.v_ th.:: 
arre:scio.g arr-Ji oriry, and the. Borid.a De.p ai.-tm~~ ofLEi?..i E:Dforc~ent. Unless tb.e srate :i:o.dicates thm i1 has 
no objectioll.! to the. requested re.lie.I;, no petitio~ may be _g\i:antea until at least 30 dny; afi:er .service of -;:b.e . 
.oopies ofth~:peti-i.io.n and affidavit. Notice. anq he~g sJJ!aTI be. as :prnvided :in rule 3.590(cj. 

(b) Skate~ s Response; E1'i~ence. The. State I):iaytr?verse or. d.emu:r to the :Petition and affifu·dt. The.· 
CDlJIT·1Dl!.Y T~c;e:i:i.re e\7i0.~ce on any issue offaq n~c~ssa:ry:iD i:he. dedsion of tb.e periiio:n.. 

(c) ~irirten Order. If the petition is ~a:n:te4 the c!purt shaU enter its order :ID ·w:ciring so Stating and 
furtber .s~g forth the recorcls aIJ d; agencies o! de:J?jartmep.ts to will.oh it is drrected. 

(d) q;opies of Order. On tJie. receipt o~the jo:rder~e c.lerk sha] :fu:misb a ceJimed co:pythereofto 
eacb. .agency! or department name a ip.erem exce;ptTI;i~ the c.9urt. 

. (e) Clerk=s I>ui:ies. Ini.-egarjd to the. omcial ~ecOTai:; oftb.e.court :inc.ludID.gtb..e COUit file of the. cause .. 
fu~~ : I : . 

l . "; \ i . 

(1) I1emove from the official records of the /court/ excepting the court :file, a.TI. entries and records 
.subjict 10 tJJ/e order; :provided that ilit sb.aTI not~e,Jl~acticaf to remove the e:n.mes a:n.d records, then to make 
cerrilied copies thereof and fuereafr~r e}:p_nng~ by approJl#ate me.fl.Tl.£ the original entrie.s and records; 

{2) ~eal the erri.iles and recoi<ls. -or certilieD. cbpies thereof: to ge."JJ.er -y.,>}tb ihe. court :file and retain ilie. 
same m.· ~ nlnn-public index subject t~ furfue~ o:i;d~r of~e court (see Jobnson ·v. State, 336 So.2d 93 
'H'l ~ 1 0 "7 -·i"'-' . i i : i '; . 
\.:..·.i.a.._....-1;D_J~ . i j •. 

(3) ~:rnnlti-defendant cases, IDike. a cerpn~dicop:y p'ft:b.e. contents of the court :file. th.at shall be sealed 
purSllmt toi511hd..ivision (2). Tl..J.ereafter a] ref~renc~s to ~e petitioner sha] be. expunged from the orig:ID.a1 
collii :file. i ! 

I I. . .. : 

(f) Costs . . l:.Jl e:osts of certi:fied copitjs mvolved ih.ere:i:o. shall be borne. b·y tb.~-. movan:t, unless the 
Il1DY2.!l.1: is i!idigent . 

. '•.i 



943.D585 :court-ordered .el..JlUD:Ction of tjrim~al ht.story reeords.--TI1e courts of thls state bav"' 
jurisdiction [over their ovm procedures, :inclu~g;4e ma~tenance, exJlunctio~ and correction of judicial 
records containing criminal history informatio.* tq tl;ie e~"tr-ut such procedures are not mconsisrem Y\'ith the 

condition:, ~esp ~nsi?ilities, and duties esta ?~.sf e~ b}7 this. ~~ction. Any c~u..Tt ?f competent ju.-risdi ction may 
order a cnrqmal JUsnce agency to e:7>.1Jllnge·tne1 cnnu;nal hi~toT}' record of a mm or or an adult who complies 
with the req-(mements of this section. The courtfsha'Jl*ot orc1er a cr:in:rinaljustice agency to e:i.,Jlunge a criminal 
histmy record UJltil the person seeking to e~JJi:!nge 4 criminal history record has applied for and received a 

· certificate of eligioility for eA..-punction. pursuan~ to :stjbsection (2). A crimina1 history record that relates to a 
violation of chapter794, s. 800.04, s. 817.034, s} 827 ~071; qnapter 839, s. 893.135, or a violation enumerated 
m' "' OQ7 (IA,iJ.. 1.,.,.,.n Il"+ 'ho. ,,,,..,..,,.,,.C!'..,,i ..... ,.;+1,;.,_,_. r.icrnrri :+,., .,..,1..;~th_e,.- adtTI"~1nn;-;,.,.,, n'a>i"',.;.;.1..1,o.ld: ~.ctho. d.o.+'o.~dan:t i:ll~ / .V, .J..J..J.LJ.:f V4- U'-' '-"-"l..jJU..U..~V~ 1'Y.Li..li.Vi..U ~,:::&.l '-L!t.V YYil."-' J. ::JU.\.L.LVLlLJ.V.U. YY ... \'Y.J..1..U..ii\,.;.l. ., il \...• '-'.l.~il 

was found ~ty of OT pled guilty OT nolo COil;~end~~e to ~e offense, OT if the defendant, as a minor; \Vas 
found to ha.Ye committed, or pled gitllty .cir noJP c~n:ter.idete to, committing, the offense as a delinquent a ct. 
The court niay only order e:;iqmnctidn of a crin:l:inal history~ecord pertalning to one arrest or one mcident of 
alleged crin:iinal activity, except as provided mJ this ~ectio~. The court may, at its sole discretion., order the 
e;,,.JJunction ?fa cnmmal hi.stor}7 record pe+taDJ,IDg tp mar~ than one arrest if the additional arrests directly 
relate to th~ origID.al arrest. Ifthe:court mte:fi.ds tp ord~r the exJJup.ction of records pertahring to such 
additional arrests, suchmtent~ust'Qe speci:fieqmithp orde?,:-. Acriminaljustice agencymaynot e::iqmnge any 
record perti1:mmg to such .additional arrests if the io~der t~ expunge does not articulate the :inte.lltion of the 

· I ' · 1 i I '' court to expunge a record pertammg to mG>re ~ali one a$st. Tbis section does not prevent the court from 
orde:cing th~ expunction of only: a portion o·'f a ~l hlstpry record p erta:ining to one arrest or one incident 
of alleged c:fnnlnal activity. N oiwitJ:i.stan~g ·a:hy la~ to 1* contrary, a criminal justice agency may comply 
'with: laws~ ~ourt orders, and official requests jof;otP.er jupsdictions relating to expunction., correctio~ or 
confideri:ilii~handling of criminal hiSt:ory r~co~dsio~ inforil:natio:q. derived therefrom. This section does not 
conf.er an:y~t to the expunction otany cmnm\al~oryr~cord, and anyrequest for e?qmnction of a criminal 
Jristory record may be defiled at the sole discrchlon pfthe·pourt. 

• • . f • . k 

(1) PETIT~:ON TO E}CPUNGE A CRIMINAL HISTOR'f RECORD.--Eacb petition to a court to expUILge 
a criminal Jiiistory record is cm:Ji:plete only wh~ aedompapied by: 
(a) A ce~cate of eligibility for e::>..]Jun.ction iSsued\by th~ deparbnent pursuant to subsection (2). 
· (b) The petrtioner's sworn statement attesBn~ fu~t ]fue p{titioner: 
.1. Has nev~previously been adjudicated gwJfy of~ crin:i}nal offense or comparable ordmance violation or 
adjudicatea!delinquent for committing a felorry or ~misd~meanor specified ms. 943.051(3)(b). 
2. Has not[been adjudicated guilty· a±: or adjrtdiC~t~d deJPiquent for committing, any of the acts stemming 
from the arjrest or alleged criminal activity to {vhlcli the Jietition pertams. 
3. Has neV:er secured a prior seafui.g or· e1.Jlunbtion.lof a Jiminal history record under tbis section, formers. 

l I . I r: 

. 893.14, former s. 901.33, or former s. 943:05:8, hrifrom ~y jurisdiction outside the state. 
4. Is eligi"b~e for such an e)qrnnction to the be~ o~s or h~ 1mowledge or belief and does not have any other 
:petition to fA.'Punge or any petition to seal pe~cJ¥.gjbefo!f any court. 

I . I ! 

_till.yJl erso~ who knovv:ing'.lyprovid~s false icl'o~ti~n on ~ch sworn statement to the court commits a felony 
oftb.e thirq degree, pu:nishable as provided ml s. V7p.082~ s. 775.083, ors. 7_7?-0:84. 
(2!' ~ER~fEFICATE OFELIQIB~~ F~R\E:xr~c~I'?N.--~riorto petitiorung the court to e::qnmge a 
CDJlilnal hiktory record, a per son seefilng to e~unge a c:qmmal history record shaJl apply to the department 
fora certificate of elig:i"bility for ex}iunction .. The :departmFt shall, by rule adopted pursuant to c;hapter 120, 
establish piocedures p ertaiillng to the applica~on;fdr and tssuance of certmcates of eligibility for e:>..Jlunction. 
The depa~ment shall issue a :certificate of eµgib4ty fo~ expunction to a person who is the subject of a 
criminal hl,story record lfthat perspn: ! l l ~ 
(a) Has o 1htamed, and submitted to the dep'.atj:men~, a w:tj:tten, certified statement from the appropriate state 
attorney Of statevvide prosecutor whlch iD.Glicate~: i ' 
1. That· qJi mdictment, :information, or otherj chargmg d~ cument was not filed or issued m the .case. 
2. T.nat m indictment, informatipn, or other 9ha;rgipg dobument, if filed or issued in the case, was dismissed 

. I : 

··: 
i . 



. I . 

6:r nolle .. pror;equi by the state attoniey o:r stat~de~rose.cutoi-, or was dismissed bv a c.ourt of comp t . 
. • .:i: • . , . , - e eJJ.t 
jUilSwcilOJJ.. ! · ! ' · 

3. That theicriminal history record does not.r~1at~ to .a.~olation. of chapter 794, s. 800.04, s. 817.034_ s. 
827.071, ch¥pter 839, s. 893.135, o.r a violatio?:i eil1~era~~d frt s. 907,041, \71r1Jerethe defendant was fo~d 
guilty o~ or ~led guilty o:rnolo cont~n~ere to a~y &19h off~se, orfaat the defendant, as a minor, was found 
to have cortj.mitted, or pled gn.ilty o/ nolo cont ende!e to committing, such an offense as a delinouent act. 
vvithout reg~rd to whether adjudication was "Witlihelfi. ... -
(b) Remits a $75 processing fee to the departjnent for plB.cement :in the Department of Law Enforcement 
Oper.ating Tmst Fund, unless SU.ch fee is v,,1aiv~d by the executive director. · 
fr.\ Onr. l"T'2 bl ~tt"'d+-+h.c. ~ .,.... ... rtma.-+" n~~.i:.c.a ,.._._J. ,..,.ftJi~ ,:i~ _ _:_,...: __ f.;.h~o ,...:i...,.. ,....c.;.,... .....,_""ri.,· 1 1 - .. 
\.'-'} J.J.<>::> ;:,Q jlI!l • ._. •U ~._. ue.J:'<U '-'.1.U. '1 vvJ;L.iilv

1 
'-'UjlDT V "'-' u..i.S].Jv::uuu.u. 0 •. '-" v.u.<1r5'-' "V n.ulC,U t.u_epetltlOn 

to e-xpunge p ertams. . i . , 

(d) F....asnev';erprevi.ouslybee:u adjudicated~ of~ c~al offense or comparable ordIDanceviolation or 
adjudicated !delinquent for .committing a foloriJ{ or:a llrlsde~eanor specified :ins. 943.051(3)(b). 
( e) Has not\been adjudicated guilty of: or adjup_ic~t6d deDp.quent for committing, any of the acts stemming 

from·the anjest or alleged ~al.activity to 'f~9htthe·:p~t~tl~n to ~x]lunge pertams. . . 
(£) Has never secu;red a pnor seallii_g or exp9ct10nlof a qnmmal history r.ecord lmder th1s seen.on, former 

89·,., 14 fil 901 ,..,.., fi ' 943 0 . .58: I ,; s. :J. ', ~rm.er s. ..:i.:i, o:r armers. . . .: 1 ~ 

(g) Isno lo*gerunder court supervlsion applickbletothe ~osition.ofthe arrest o:r alleged criminal activity 
to v.fuich the petition to ex-pimge p~rta.ins. · I : i ~ . · 
(h) Is not rbquired to wait a minimlJm of 18 wars prior t9 be:ing eligible for an expu.nction of such rncords 
because all bharges related to the arrest "or crupma.1 ~ctr.iiiY to whlcb. the petition to ex-punge pertains were 
dismissed ppor to triaL adjudicatioil, or ilie·Vljj.tlilio~ding pf adjudication. Othernise, such crimmal history 
wcOTdmu~be sealed underthlS sectlon;foim~ s.:8~3.14,~ormer s. 901.33, or formers. 943.058 for at least 
10 years before such record is eligible for B:h.JJ\mclidn. " 
(3) :PROCESSlliG OF A PETITION OR ORDE~TO EXPUNGE.--
(a) Jnjudidial proceed.ID.gs under tills section,ja copy offue completed petition to expunge shall be served 
upon the a~propriate state attorney or the sta*w5idJ p:ros~cutor and upon the arresting agency; however, it 
is. not nece~sary to make any agency other t~an:tJ:le sta~ a party. The appropriate state attorney or the 
state-w:l.de p~osecutor and tb.e a..iTestin.g agencyjmay ~espo~d to the court regard.IBg the completed petition to 

! . ! l : • 

eA.J>lttl.ge. l ; 
(b) Jfrnlie~is granted by the court, ihe cktk otthe bourt ~all certify copies of the order to the appropriate 
state atto~ey or the state\'\iide:prosecutor a.nq the apes"ti9-g agency. The arrestmg agency is responsible for 
fprvvard:ing.th.e order to any otiler'. agency t0 :whlc~ tb.e ~esting agency dissemfilated tb.e crimlnal bistory 
record :i:nfopnanon to which the order perta]zj.s. Thie dep¥tment shall foI"'Nard the order to e:~q:mnge to the 
Federal Bureau ofJ.n.vestigation. The clerk"ofthe;c~urt sl,all certify a copy of the order to any other agency 
will.ch t"J+e *ecords of the court reflbct has :"l;'e4ived ~he c~minal hlstory record from the court. 
(c) For ain order to expunge eniered by' a pourt/priorttb July 1, 1992, the department shall notify the. 
appropriatb state attorney or .sf ate~de pro se~ut~r lof an ~rder to expunge wbich is contrary to law because 
~ep e:sonlwho is the subj.ect o~~~ rec~rd ha~ preiously~een convicted of a crime or_ comparable or?-ID-ance 
v10lation ~r has had a pnor. CIJIJlli?.al history 'll°ec~rO. seal~d or e1..'"Punged. Up on receipt of such notice, the 
approp:ria* state attorney or statev¢.de pros.editor .$.all t*-"e action., "Within 60 days, to correct the record and 
petition. the court to void the order to eii..-pun.ge. ~e de:R!artment .shall seal the record until such time as the 

• I • • · : I 1' 
order lB v~ided l:iy the court. ; ' . i . · : ~ 
(d) Ono~ after July 1, 1992,:the department or a*y otb,~r crio:rin.aljustice agency is not reqillred to act on 
an· order ~o expunge entered. by ~ court wh~n such orq.er does not compl:.y v..i:i.th the requirements of this 
section. Upon receipt of SLi.ch' an order, t);i.e depm-tbent ~ust notify the issuing court, the appropriate state 
attorney cir statewide prosec1itor, the -petitiote{o:ilthe p~titioner's attorney, and the arresting agency oftbe 
reason fat noncompliance. The appropriate State kttom~y or stateVY'ide prosecutor shall take action v.1.thin 
60 day~·tJ correct tb.e record and petition. thJ comho void the order.No cause of action., including c.ontelil±Jt 
of court, khan arise aga:inst any cri.n:rina.ljustibe ag~cy f~r failure to comply "With an order to e),.".PUilge when 

. I ! 



·the p etirloner fpr sucb. order failed. to o'ota~Jl :the c~rtifi.qate o:f, eligi"bility as required by this section or such 
order does .not ;ot11envise comply vv:ith the irequrreroent~ of tJJ¥; section. · 
(4) EFFECT 0F CRIMIN"AL HISTORY RECQ~ J;'.:XPLjNCTION.--.tuiy criminal history record of a 
mlnOT O! an adclt WIDCh is ordered eh.'J):unged by ~ com]t of competent jurisdiction pursuant to fuis section 
mu.st be physic~lly destroyed or obliterated by any crnlrin.aJ jfrstice. agency hav:ing custody of Su.ch record: 
except that any crimID.al history recorq :in the cu~ody pf the; department must be retained m all cases. -~ 
criminal hist or] record ordered e:>..:]Junged that is re~a:ine~ b-y tlie department is con:fid.entia1 and exempt from 
theJJrnvisions of s. 119.07(1) ands. 24(a); _tu-t. I pf th~ State" Constitution and not available to anype:rson 
or entity excep~ up on mder of a court of comp e~ent jillisdiqrion.. A crin:rin.al justice agency ma:y retam a 
:notation :indica~g co:mpfamce vvrJ:i. an) order to e~Jlunge. • . . • 
(a) The J>ersorj. Y'l>ho is the subjecfof a:crin:rinal~tory~ecor~ that is expunged und.er tbis section or under 
otherpwvisions ofiaw, inciucling formers! 893.1,, fminer s.\901.33, and formers. 943.058, maylaY\:fuJly 
de:o,y orfail to 1acknowledge the arrests ~overeq ~y.th~. e}...1:rqnged record, except V·i.b.en the .subject of the 
record: : ·, : · ·~ 

1. Is a candid~~e for employment ~i:i:th. a c:citi:rinal ~sti.c~ age~cy; 
2. Is a defendf!Jlt ID. a criminal prosecution; i . i •·. 
3. Con:currentty or subsequently :peri.ti~.ms for reli~f un~~r ~ section. or s. 943. 059; 
4. Is a -eandid*e for admission to !Th.e~Florida Bair; ·: ! ~ . 
5. Is seekfilg to be employed or licensed by or fo co~tracttvvith the Department of Children and Family 
Services or tb.tj Department of Juvenil~ Justice orlto be!:empl~yed or used by such contractor or licensee in 

I • " I ~ 1 l, 

a sensi~e p os¥ion having direct conta~ VvTJi chilqren, tp.e d.~elopmentally disabled, the aged, or the elderly 
asprovided:in1s. 110.1127(3), s. 393.0,o3(1.4), s. '.f94A?72(lw, s: 397.451, 1s. 402.302(8), s. 402.313(3), s. 
409.l 75(2)(i),!s. 415.102(4), s. 4B.lq75(4), s. 9i85:4Q7, or 'fhapter 400; or 
6. Is seeking to be employed.:or licensed b:fi the jO.:ffi.c~ of Teacher Education, Certification, Staff 
Development,i.and·Piofession.alP:r:acti~es of the Pep~rtil...,"'D.t 9fEducatio~ any district scb.ool board, OI any 
local govemm~tal entity that licenses; child care ~a~~es. ~ · 
(b) _Subject to the exceptions ID. :i:iaragrap:h (a), ~ p¢r~on w~~ b.as been granted an e~]Junctior: ~der this 
section, formers. 893.14, formers. 901.33,-or formers; 943.@::i8 may not beheld under anyprov1s1on oflaw 

• . ' . f . : ,, 

ofihls :state to !commit perjury or to be !othervvise J¥ble £or _givpig a false statement by reason of such. p erson.1 s 
failure-to recite or acknowledge an ex]?unged c~'.aljhlstoiIY record. 
( c) ImomIBtion relating to the existen.ctr of an! ezjJlfn.gedfcriminal bistory record which is provided :in 
accordance V\'ith paragraph (a) is !corrfidential anijl exe~t fr~m the provisions of s. 119. 07(1) ands. 24(a), 
Jilt. I of th.e state Constitution, ·~J;:cep~ that the. afP ~ent ~all disclose tb.e existen.ce of a criminal history 
record ordere;a. ex-punged to the en.tiTI;es set fort)i :in1stj.bparagraphs (a)l., 4., 5., and 6. for their_ respective 
licensing andiemployment purposes,;and to·cmmn~lpustic~ agencies for their respective crimmaljustice 
JlUJI>OSes. It~ u.nlavv:fu.1 for any empl~yee.of an ~titY set f~rth m subparagraph (a)l., subparagraph. (a)4., 
subparagrapb) (a)5., or subparagraph. (a)6,'_to disblose/info:Oµation. relating to the existence of a.n e.xpunged 
cr.in:rinal histoiy record of a person ,sd.ek:ing .emp~oymept or ~censure vvith such entity or contractor, except 
to th.e p erso:ri.. to whom the crinilnal[history ~ re4or~ ~elates~ or to per sons having clirect responsibility for 
employment br licensure decisions; .A;nypetson -tvh6 \iio1ate~ this paragraph commits a misdemeanor of the 
fust degree, pUDishable as provided ih s. 775. osh o~ ~- 775.fP83. . 
History.-s. 3, cb. 92-73; s. 43, ch. 93-39; s. it ch. 94-127; J. 19~ ch. 94-1$,4; s. 95, ch. 94-209; s. 140, ch. 95-418; s. 3,.ch. 95-427; s. 
52, ch.'-96-169; k. 7, ~h. 96-402; s. 443, ch. 9~-406; s.·1847] ch.'9l-l02; s; 57, ch. 98-280. · . · 
1Note.-Redesi~a.ted. ass. 402.302(3) bys. i! ch. 97-63. j · : 

• ~ J 



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State of Florida, 
Plaintiff 

Vs. 

Defendant/Petitioner 

AFFIDAVIT 
State of Florida 
County of Walton 

I, am the defendant/petitioner in the above 
styled cause and I do hereby swear or affinn that: · 

1. I fully understand the meaning of all of the terms of this affidavit. 
2. I have never been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or a 

comparable ordinance violation. 
3. Iwasarrestedonthe dayof _________ _ 

by (arresting agency), and I have not 
been adjudicated guilty of the· charges stemming from that arrest or the 
alleged criminal activity surrounding my arrest. 

4. I am eligible for the relief requested, to the best of iny knowledge and 
belief, and do not have any other petition to expunge or seal pending 
before any court. 

5. I have never secured a prior records expunction or sealing under any law. 
6. (For use in expunction petitions only.) My record of arrest for this date 

has been sealed for at least 10 years; or an indictment or information was 
not filed against me for the above criminal transaction; or an indictment 
or information filed against me was dismissed by the prosecutor or the 
Court. 

Petitioner 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___ day of _______ _ 

20 ---

Notary Public 

Printed, typed or stamped commissioned name 
of Notary Public. 



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STATE OF FLORIDA, 
Plaintiff, 

vs. 

Defendant. 

PETITION TO SEAL/EXPUNGE CRIMINAL IDSTORY RECORD 

COMES NOW the Defendant,--------------·' and 

petitions this Honorable Court, pursuant to Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.692, and 

Florida Statute 943.059 to SEAL I EXPUNGE (circle one) all criminal history record 

information concerning his/her arrest on the ____ day of _________ , 20 

___ , bythe 

_____________ (arresting agency), for __________ _ 

(charges), and as grounds therefore would show by the following sworn statement attesting: 

1. That on the day of , 20 , the Defendant~ 

___________ , a (race/sex), whose 

date of birth is ' was arrested and charged with----

2. That the Defendant has never previously been adjudicated guilty of a criminal 

offense or an ordinance having all the essential elements of a statutory 

misdemeanor or felony. 

3. That the defendant .has not been adjudicated guilty of any of the charges 

stemming from the arrest or alleged criminal activity to which this petition 

pertains. 

4. That the Defendant has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing under 

this Section, former Section 893.14, former Section 901.33, or former Section 

943.058, or from any jurisdiction outside the state. 

5. That the Defendant is eligible to the best of his or her knowledge or belief and 

does not have any other petition to seal or petition to expunge pending before any 

court. 



------------------------------------------------------------.--------------------------------------------

6. That prior to filing this petition, the Defendant has applied to and received from 

the Department of Law Enforcement, a certificate of eligibility for sealing. The 

certificate of eligibility (FDLE Form 40-022) is attached to this petition. 

WHEREFORE, the Defendant, , moves 

this Honorable Court to seal I expunge any criminal history record information 

concerning his/her arrest by------------- (arresting agency) for 

_______________ (charges) on the _____ day of 

--------'· 20 __ 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

pleading has been served upon William Eddins, State Attorney for the First Judicial 

Circuit, in and for Walton County, _____________ (arresting. 

agency), and the Sheriff of Wal ton County this __ day of 20 

Name: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Phone Number: 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF Walton County 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___ day of ________ , 20 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: 

NOTICE: Any person who knowingly provides false information on this sworn petition 
commits a felony of the third degree. 



STATE OF FLORIDA, 
Plaintiff, 

Vs. CASE NO.· ·--------

Defendant/Petitioner. 

ORDER TO EXPUNGE CRIMJNAL IDSTORY RECORDS PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE SECTION 943.0585 AAND FLORIDA RULE OF CRIMJNAL PROCEDURE 3.692 

THIS CAUSE having come on to be heard before me this date upon a 

Petition to Expunge certain records of the petitioner's arrest on the day of 

________ , 20 __ , by the _______________ (arresting 

agency) for ___________ · (charges), and the Court having heard argument 

of counsel and being otherwise advised in the premises, the Court hereby finds the following: 

1. The petitioner has never been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or 

comparable ordinance violation. 

2. The petitioner was not adjudicated guilty of charges stemming from the arrest or 

cJ.iminal aetivity to which this expunction petition pertains. 

3. The petitioner has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing. 

4. This record has been sealed for at least 10 years and/or the indictment or 

information filed (if any) against the petitioner was dismissed by the prosecutor or 

the Court. Whereupon it is 

ORDERED that the Petition to Expunge is granted. All Court records pertaining to. 

the above-styled case shall be expunged in accordance with the procedures set forth in 

Florida Rules ofCriminal Procedure 3.692; and it is further 

ORDERED that the Clerk of this Court shall forward a certified copy .of this Order 

to the State Attorney (or if applicable, the statewide prosecutor), _______ _ 

-----'---_______ (arresting agency), and the Sheriff of Walton County, 

who will comply.with the procedures set forth in the authorities cited above and 

appropriate regulations of the Department of Law Enforcement, and who will further 

forward a copy of this Order to any agency that their records reflect has received the 

instant criminal history record information; and it is further 



ORDERED that ___________ (arresting agency) and the 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement shall expunge all information concerning 

indicia of arrest or criminal history record information regarding this petitioner in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in the authorities cited above. 

Copies to: State Attorney 
Defendant/Petitioner 
Arresting Agency 
Sheriff of Wal ton County 

County Judge I Circuit Judge 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement 



STATE OF FLORIDA, 
Plaintiff, 

Vs. 

Defendant/Petitioner. 

ORDER TO SEAL CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 
SECTION 943.0585 AND FLORIDA RULE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 3.692 

THIS CAUSE having come on to be heard before me this date upon a Petition to 

Seal certain records of the petitioner's arrest on the day of 
----~-----· 

20 __ ,by the _______________ (arresting agency) for 

---------------(charges), and the Court having heard argument of 

the petitioner and being otherwise advised in the premises, the court hereby finds the following: 

1. . The petitioner has never previously been adjudicated guilty of a criminal offense or 

comparable ordinance violation. 

2. The petitioner was not adjudicated guilty of charges. stemming from the arrest or criminal 

activity to which this Petition to Seal pertains. 

3. The petitioner has not secured a prior records expunction or sealing; whereupon it is 

ORDERED that the clerk of this court shall forward a certified copy of this Order to the 

State Attorney (or if applicable, the statewide prosecutor), 

_______________ (arresting agency), and the Sheriff of Walton County, 

who will comply with the procedures set forth in the authorities cited above and appropriate 

regulations of the Department of Law Enforcement, and who will further forward a copy of this 

Order to any agency that their records reflect has received the instant criminal history record 

information; and it is further 

ORDERED that the clerk of this Court shall forward a certified copy of this Order to the 

State Attorney (or if applicable, the statewide prosecutor),------------­

(arresting agency), and the Sheriff of Walton County, who will comply with the procedures set 

forth in the authorities cited above and appropriate regulations of the Department of Law 

Enforcement, and who will further forward a copy of this Order to any agency that their records 

reflect has received the instant criminal history information; and it is further 



ORDERED that the ________________ (arresting agency) 

and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement shall seal all information concerning indicia of 

arrest or criminal history record information regarding this petitioner in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in the authorities cited above. All costs of certified copies involved herein 

are to be borne by the Petitioner. 

DONE AND ORDERED in DeFuniak Springs, Walton County, Florida, this __ day of 

20 
------~-~ --

Copies to: State Attorney 
Defendant/Petitioner 
Arresting Agency 
Sheriff of Walton County 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

County Judge I Circuit Judge 


